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August 25, 1947 

Dear Dr, Speer: 
I have just read on the first page of the 

August-September, The Presbyterian Tribune, the appropriate 
tribute to you and so beautifully expressed in poetic lines, 
I suspect the first eight lines have a modicum of truth in 
them as I recall your message at the Princeton Institute last 
month in which you mentioned the cost of courageously speaking 
the truth and of your being dropped from certain colleges as 
annual speaker because, evidently your exaltation of our blessed 
Redeemer failed of approval by some of the powers that be. There . 
are others who have had experiences somewhat similar thoupf^Sf**'4'1^ 
a texture of gray matter not of your caliber or superior complex¬ 
ion, The other six lines of Howard Bement's appraisal is set in 
unassailable factual experiences of thousands who have had their 
lives enriched by your ringing words and convincing messages. 

In "Allis Well that Ends Well," Shakespeare says: 

No legacy is so rich as honesty. 

Your mental keenness derived from diligent cultivation of the mind 
and flavored by daily recourse to the Word of God has enabled you 
through more than half a century 4c "to provide things honest in 
the sight of all men," and to bring great numbers to the Savior 
and to "Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead...." 

A few weeks ago Dr, Walter L. Whallon remarked to 
me that he considered Dr, Robert E. Speer as the greatest living 
Christian statesman in the world today. He is by no means alone in 
that belief. There are countless persons who will never cease to be 
grateful for the influence you have had upon their lives. With humil¬ 
ity, but with a deep sense of joy,I lay claim to being one of that 

number. 

Yours faithfully, 

Li HLB/lai 
Harry L. ^owlby 



CADMAN PLAZA BROOKLYN I, N. Y. 

August 27, 1947 OFFICE OF THE EDITOR 

Dr. Robert £. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Ur. Speer: 

From our publishing office in Utica there have been sent to you some 
copies of the August-September number of The Tribune. I trust 
earnestly that you will not object to what we have done with your 
name and career in this issue. I decided, after a great deal of 
thought, not to mention it to you in advance. I knew that your 
innate modesty would impel you to discourage me from going aheau with 
the project. Of course, the credit for its original inspiration 
does not belong to me. It came first from Mrs. Henry van K. Gillmore 
and then George Richards helped a great deal in gathering the material. 
Dr. Dumont Clarke sent a poem by the late Howard Dement. It had 
never been published before and Mrs. Bement gave permission to use 

it on this occasion. 

I sun sending to you the original copies of the letters which were 
received. In order that these would not be defaced in being edited 
for publication, my secretary took time to copy the portions that 
were to be used in The Tribune. There are two which we did not 
publish. One of them is very personal and obviously intended for you 
alone and I felt I should not give it to the public* I know you will 
treasure it and you probably will want to acknowledge it, although I 
see no reason at all for your acknowledging any of the others unless 
it possibly would be that of Mr. George Richards who gave more time 

to the project than any one else. 

tie of The Tribune family join in rejoicing in your brilliant service 
to Christ and the Church and we unite also with these other friends in 
congratulating you, both on your approaching birthday and upon this 
anniversary year of your Moderatorship of the General Assembly. 

The references to you in the current Tribune are to be found on page 6 

pages 17-22; page 59. 

Ca: w 

i 



WILLIAM HIRAM FOULKES 

Pastor-Emeritus—Old First Church 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

^iktrfdtl’T Address : 
STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

June 24:1.947. 

Dear Dr.Adams 

1 am answering your letter promptly. 

'JVitn reierence to the problem you present., it is my 

opinion that it would be better to change to a month- 
■TWi 

ly magazine .While the weekly visit of the News has 

been interesting,and h^s not caused me to think oi its 

coming as too frequent,nevertheless I beleive you 

would be wise in making the change. 

in regard to the 80th..Anniversary of Robert Speer’s 

birthday and the 20th.,Anniversary of his election 

to the General Asseraoiy Moaeratorship,I am most happy 

to be permitteu to offer an expression of esteem,ad¬ 

miration and,I dare to say,affection for this noble 

soul who looms,in the midst of the contemporary 

scene ,an overtowering Christian prophet ana xeader. 



WILLIAM HIRAM FOULKES 

Pastor-Emeritus—Old First Church 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 
(2) 

Summer Address: 

STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND 
NEW YORK 

■'Jvho is there m the whole Christian Church, todajt,who 

has any awareness of men and movements»who is ignorant 

of the position and power of this great soul?I cannot 

remember,in my whole ministry nearly iilty years, 

when I was not under ohe open of Robert Speer's in¬ 

fluence.The first time that I recall meeting him was 

at a "Brotherhood Convention in Indianopolis years age. 

The late David McConaugny nau me nand,as a young 

minister;ne tooK me to the door of Robert Speer's room. 

Dr.Speer came out and I was introduced to him;it was 

a high honor.From that day my path and that of this 

great soul have crosseu atu re-crossed in tne ail airs 01 

our church. I think that I may say,m all co ndor , that 

the highest honor that ever came to me during ray min- 

istery(and,not a few have come my way) was,when i was 

returning from the sessions oi the General Assembly 

in Grand Rapids in 1924.It was on a train coming into 



WILLIAM HIRAM FOULKES 

Pastor• Emeritus—Old First Church 

NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

Summer Address: 

STONY BROOK, LONG ISLAND 
NEW YORK 

(3) 

New York.In the morning,as we neared the City,I chanced 

to pass by the Section where Dr.Speer was quartered.He 

asAeu me to sit uown with him,for a moment,which I was 

glad to do."I have a favor to ask of you,Dr.Roulkes", 

he said,"Granted!" I remember replying,at which tie w.u 

me that 1 should not grant iavors without snowing in ad¬ 

vance what tru* were.I rejoined that I could not imag¬ 

ine any request from Dr.Speer which St would not be an 

honor to grant.Then came the simple,sincere woru,which 

nas lingered with me all these years as a benediction. 

Said Dr.Speer,"Will you call me Robert,and let me call 

you William the rest of our lives?"it has oeen so and 

lt continues to oe one of my choicest Christian exper¬ 

iences! He still oveetowers! 

in answer to your other request I shall be glad ^ add 

your name and that of the Tribune to my daily prayet 

^ A. ' ^Muum 
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August 26, 1947 

Dear Dr. Speer: 
Before yesterday slipped into the Calendar of eternity 

I opened the Presbyterian TRIBUNE and was delighted to see and read the 

heart stirring tributes paid to a truly great man. It is said that one 

day Dr. Joseph R. Wilson in the home of his distinguished son, said to 

President Woodrow Wilson's children - in Prospect where the President of 

Princeton was living - "I want to impress upon you that your father is a 

great man." Words to that effect if not correctly quoting Dr. Wilson. 

The father of Woodrow Wilson was right. 

It warms my heart to read what persons write and say about 

your influence upon their lives, I do not wonder that the most costly ff 

our Presbyterian houses of worship has a window placed in it as a tribute 
the 

to your leadership and your life in^forward movement of the Cause of Christ. 

As my letter of yesterday expressed my own thought concerning 

the poem of Mr. Bement, and you know my personal feelings toward you, I 

close with all good wishes and as evBy, / 

Harry L. Bjswlby 



i^\rs. Hcnr^’ van K. Gillmore 

124 East 84th Street 
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RELIGIOUS DEPARTMENT, FARMERS FEDERATION 
THE LORD'S ACRE • SCR1PTURE-PRRVER ■ CHAISTIRH RECREflTlOH 

_s4shevilleTN■ 6. 
DUMONT CLARKE 

Director 

July 2, 1947. 

Rev. Dr. Carlyle Adams 
Martin Building 
Utica 2, Hew York 

Dear Dr. Adams: 

l«5y heart is deeply rejoiced that, as you announce in 
your letter of June 23rd to members of the Presbyterian Churchmen's 
League, you are planning a tribute to Dr. Robert E. Speer in the 
September issue of the Presbyterian Tribune. 

As you will see from my article which accompanies this 
letter. Dr. Speer has had a great and lasting influence upon my 
life. In my article I have ventured to include, along with state¬ 
ments concerning his influence upon my collegiate years, two para¬ 
graphs concerning his contribution to the Lord's Acre Movement. 
If these paragraphs are not in accord with the purposes of the 
letters for which you are asking, will you please let me know, and 
I will re-write my article, confining my treatment to the inspira¬ 
tion which he gave me in my collegiate years. 

Please let me know on the enclosed post card whether you 

would wish me to change the article. 

With regard to changing the Tribune to a monthly with 
emphasis each month on one principal theme, I believe that would 
be very acceptable to your readers. It would also seem to be the 
wise thing to do in view of the increased publishing costs. 

Q/L*_ 
With Christian appreciation of the great service you have 

beengendering to the Presbyterian Church and to Christendom, 

Most sincerely yours, 

/6w~ -v 

c/w 
Enclosure. 



From the days of my youth Robert E. 2$xb Speer has been a 

cpnstant inspiration to me. Never have I seen brilliant mind and 

big heart more beautifully combined in one individual. As we sit in 

our Board of Trustees meetings at Princeton I derive strength from 

just studying the face of this great Christian, for in his face I can 

read so clearly unlimited patience, deep love, great courage and an 

abiding faith. In my law office I keep Dr. Speer's photograph 

constantly before me to give me strength and inspiration. And I 

frequently thank God for giving to America and to the world this 

outstanding Christian disciple. 

Wilbur La Roe Jr 



ROBERT E. SPEER 

Over a span of several decades the delightfully sympathetic 

voice of Robert E. Speer has rung out to group after group of 

young people, in fact, to people of all age-groups. Thirty-seven 

years ago last month, the writer heard for the first time a message 

from Dr. Speer on the shore of Lake Geneva. Four great leaders were 

present at some time during the Conference Session. Each stands out 

as contributing something of lasting value to the youth of 1910. 

If certain distinctive attributes are to be ascribed to Robert 

E. Speer, they include power of personality, a voice unsurpassed 

in beauty and sympathy and a message that marked the man as one 

who cared. 

It is the power of these conference talks rather than records 

that might be made in a notebook that linger long after a meeting 

is over. I think I remember the topic that I heard at the close of 

my Sophomore Year at College. I think of this t o p i c "Thou Art 

and Thou Shalt Be." Maybe this is not stated correctly but there 

is no mistake in the impression made by this great leader of the 

Christian Church, one of the greatest of the Presbyterian Group. 

Myron S. Anderson 
Gunton Temple Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Washington, D. C. 



Jasper E.Crane 

duPqnt Building 

Wilmington, Delaware 

65IS Nemours Building 

June 25, 19^7 

Dr. Carlyle Adams 
The Presbyterian Tribune 
Cadman Plaza 
Brooklyn 1, New York 

Dear Dr. Adams: 

I am very happy to testify to my respect and af¬ 

fection for Dr. Robert E. Speer. I was strongly Influenced 

in my youth by Dr. Speer's visits to Park Church in Newark 

and also by his preaching at Princeton when I was a student 

there. At the Northfield Conferences in 1900 and 1901, I 

derived great inspiration from his leadership particularly. 

There is no doubt that that was one of the formative Influ¬ 

ences in my life. 

Since those early days, I have profited by his 

writings and by occasional contacts with him. Recently, 

I had the great privilege of serving with Dr. Speer on a 

special committee appointed by the General Assembly, and 

I am now, as a trustee of Princeton Seminary, deeply ap¬ 

preciative of his leadership as our chairman. 

He is one of the great men that I have known, and 

I am deeply in his debt. It is a joy to know that at go 

years of age he is still in good health and still exerting 

such deep and widespread influence. 

JEC/hlf 
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July 2, 1947 

Dr. Carlyle Adams 
Presbyterian Colleagues 
25 Martin Building 
Utica 2, New York 

Dear Dr. Adams: 

Answering yours of June 23rd I would be inclined to 
follow your judgment on changing from a weekly. 
Probably financial necessity must govern. 

I believe Shipler has the ideal issue schedule for the 
Churchman - a fortnightly, two issues monthly for ten 
months and a monthly issue in July and August or twenty-two 
issues per year. A weekly, even the Christian Century, 
comes too often and a monthly not often enough. 

As to Dr. Robert E. Speer I give you the following state¬ 

ment: 

Dr. Robert E. Speer is a truly great Christian leader 
of our time. As one among many, I shall always be grateful 
for the influence on my life of his written and spoken word and 

the integrity of his character. 

L 

CMS/cu Carlton M. Sherwood 



DR. WILLIAM H. MARBACH 
Pastor 

MRS. W. A. BRINNEMAN 
Church Secretary 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HURON STREET AT WAYNE 

PONTIAC, MICHIGAN ' 

July 11, 19U7 

Mr. Carlisle Adams, Editor 
Presbyterian Colleagues 
25 Martin Building 
Utica 2, New York 

Dear Friend Adams: 

In connection with your recent request for suggestions, I see no 
reason why the Tribune should carry too large a deficit, or why 
a monthly issue of the Tribune will not meet the immediate needs. 
I am one of those whose desk is deluged with much more printed 
matter than I can read, but I do enjoy the Tribune. 

As for Dr. Robert E. Spear and your desire to pay a tribute to 
him on his birthday in September, I would say that he was the 
first outstanding Presbyterian speaker who attracted me as a 
teen-age youth. Living in the neighborhood of McCormick Theolog¬ 
ical Seminary and having been invited by Fred Neil, who is now a 
missionary in the Camerounp, I first heard Dr. Spear as he 
addressed the student body. From that time on I heard him at 
every opportunity possible and read everything he wrote. 

In my early ministry he was a very great inspiration to me. My 
an predation of him deepened with the years, and now that I am a 
member of the Board of Foreign Missions I treasure all the more 
the memory of his forceful and attractive presentation of the 
world claims on Christianity. Dr. Spear's versatility and 
attractiveness as a speaker needs no complimentary words of mine. 
Some years ago I heard him on a Friday night in Detroit, went to 
my congregation on Sunday and told them frankly I was bringing 
the echo of his message. On Monday morning a check for $1,000 
for Foreign Missions was in my mail from one of the members who 
was present on Sunday. $500 of that check went to Hokkaido, Japan. 

I have often wished it were possible to carry the conviction and 
fire of Dr. Spear's spirit oftener and in more places. I agree 
with you that he is worthy of the greatest blessing and the finest 
celebration we can give him. 

Yes, I certainly will join with you and the Tribune staff in the 
noon day Covenant of Prayer. 

Sincerely yours. 



3ftrat ijlresbyterian (Shurcb 
(@rans? £trp?t at fHaple Aupttur 

©range, (Ualtforma 

ROBERT BURNS McAULAY, D. D.f Pa.fcor 

July 10, 1947 

Dr. Carlyle Adams 
115 Genesee Street 
Utica 2, New York 

My dear Dr. Adams! 

When I was in Occidental College (1912-16) the 
very name of Robert E. Speer had an electric effect 
upon all of us. President John Baer of the College 
brought him and John R. Mott and Sherwood Eddy and 
others to our caucus. I can remember no single 
individual that had such tremendous influence in 
causing us to think in terms of the whole world and 
of our responsibility to the people of the world in 
terms of God's program. 1 am often bewildered today 
as I think of how any one individual could have 
influenced me as much as Dr. Speer. His contribution 
continues to be most significant. In those days it was 
eletrifying. I knov/ of no individual since that has 

the same effect upon me or any of the young people. 

* Cordially, 



John Bray Rhind, minister 

1496 PERRY STREET 

WALNUT 2736 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
203 KING AVENUE AT FORSYTHE 

Columbus i, Ohio 

UNIVERSITY 3912 

July 11, 1947 

Dr. Carlyle Adams 
Cadman Plaza 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Dr. Adams! 

CHURCH 

On his eightieth birthday, it is a pleasure to extend 
a word of tribute to Dr. RobertE.Speer, one of God's noble¬ 
men and statesman-extraordinary of the Christian forces 
around the world. To cross his path was to be blessed 
in the crossing and to hear his witness was to recognize 
Christianity for the power that it is. 

Dr. Speer has walked through the years with the grace 
of God in his heart and the passion for Christ on his lips 
and everywhere Christian people have been strengthened. 
In him was wedded gentle humor with grave concern as his 
unadorned eloquence testified to the power of Christ in 

human living. 

There is no gauge by which human influence can be 
measured. Some men require a different standard of 
measurement by which their gifts may be appraised. Today . 
people of every race stand in every comer of the earth 1 rv 
to this man's years of Christian devotion. No standard 
but that of Christ is a proper one for Dr. Speer,for 
evidently this was the standard against which he was for¬ 
ever measuring himself. Against that standard Dr. Speer 
stands now, and his countless friends are proud of the 
stature of this Christian gentleman. 

Good wishes from all of us, Robert E. Speer, and 
may the grace of God which has sustained you so long be 
your abundant portion now. 

Very sincerely yours, 



ALEXANDER CAIRNS 

THE BOBOLINKS 

RICHMOND, MAINE 

Phone: Richmond 10-2 

ROBERT E.SPEER 

Emerson said, "We mark with light in the memory 
the few interviews we have had in the dreary years 
of routine and sin with souls that made our souls 
wiser.Discharge to men the priestly office and 
present or absent you shall be followed by their 
love and by an angel." Thus I ever recall Dr.Speer. 
For I had such an interview with him as I sat under 
the spell of his sweet,Christian eloquence at a 
Y.M.C.A. conference during my college days. Mr.Speei 
spoke four successive nights on the Four Gospels 
and concluded his remarks on John's Gospel by 
quoting Bessie Miller's poem,"Coming," that lovely 
thing that begins 

"it may be in the evening 
When the work of day is done." 

At the close Mr.Speer gave me the publisher's 
address.I got the poem and memorized it and used it 
in college and have used it very frequently in 
sermons,lectures and poetry recitals in the fifty 
years since that long-ago inspirational day.And of 
the five hundred poems I have memorized I still 
consider "Coming" the finest poem in Christian 
literature.And I never quote it without recalling, 
with light in my memory,that holy night on the 
shores of that little Galilee. 

Alexander Cairns 

Richmond,Maine. 



THE TABERNACLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT E. SPEER 

Since this year is the eightieth year of the life 
on earth of Dr. Robert E. Speer, and also brings the 
twentieth anniversary of his Moderatorship in our 
Church, it is a great privilege to join in paying a 
heartfelt tribute to him. 

One of my very early recollections concerning men in 
the field of religious and international leadership 
is that of Dr. Speer. Long before I saw him in the 
flesh I felt the tremendous impact of his Christian 
influence. By the report of others who had heard 
him and met him and through his writing I knew the 
spirit of the man long in advance of seeing him in the 
flesh. 

When I did first see him and hear him the impression 
was even more tremendous than I had anticipated, great 
as was my expectation. Dr. Speer became a hero to me, 
and I am not ashamed to say that hero-worship for him 
is still deep in my heart and will always be. 

As the years have come and gone Dr. Speer has given to 
me a gracious and inspiring personal friendship; it is 
one of the most greatly prized experiences of my life. 

To me, Dr. Speer is one of the very great men of all 
the Christian centuries, and I thank God he has lived in 
my day. I join in affeotionate tribute and greeting to 
him. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Roy Ewing Vale 

REV: mm 



Jfourtf) ^refibpterian Cburct) 
WEST END AVENUE AND 91ST STREET 

NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 

REV. BENJAMIN F. FARBER. D. D.. PASTOR 

Residence: 631 West End Avenue 

July 5, 1947 

I count it a great privilege to be asked to join in the tribute to Dr. 
Robert S. Speer on the twentieth anniversary of his Moderatorship and the Eightieth 
year of his life. 

For many years this great servant of the church has commanded our esteem 
and admiration. His competent direction of the great missionary work of our church 
in foreign lands, Ills constant passion for the spreading of the gospel, his breadth 
of scholarship and wide reading, his commanding presence and wise leadership in the 
church, his friendly spirit and loving zeal for Christ have endeared him to those at 
home and abroad. 

jtfriXb JO A 
It has been my privilege to work in close fellowshipAon the Board of Trustees 

of Princeton Theological Seminary and he has bound me to him with cords of love by 
his wise counsel, abiding friendship and the greatness of his soul. His influence 
upon my life has been spread over a long period of time but in these more recent years 
that influence has taken on a richness and sweetness that endear him to me as a brother 
in Christ whose friendship will be cherished through all the $bkxe. years of my life. 

It is with real gratitude that I join a great company of admirers in wishing 
him a happy birthday and in praying that God will continue to bless him richly as he 
carries on his work for Christ and His church, through what we all hope will be many 
years to come. 

With gratitude and affection 

Benjamin F. Farber 



try SPIRITUAL FATHER 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, more than any other man, has been my spiritual 

father. During my undergraduate years at Princeton University, 1901-1905, he 

was an annual and sometimes a semi-annual speaker at the Philadelphian Society 

of the University. His stirring addresses, always keeping Jesus Christ central, 

made it clear to me that I could never be satisfied unless I dedicated my life 

to Christian service. Later, as graduate secretary of the Philadelphian Society, 

I came to have a more intimate acquaintance with Dr. Speer as I provided for his 

hospitality upon his visits to Princeton. 

During this period, his books "The Man Christ Jesus", "The Man Paul", 

and "A Young Fan's Questions", were guide-books for my life. One of his maxims 

"Do the harder thing first”, together with Paul's, "I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me"1, has been ever in my mind, and has enabled me to 

accomplish much more than otherwise I could have done. 

When the Lord's Acre Movement was started under the auspices of the 

religious department of the Farmers Federation, the speaker at our second anni¬ 

versary meeting in 1932 at Asheville, North Carolina, was Dr. Speer. Among his 

words on that occasion were these: 

"Whoever carries out this Lord's Acre ideal, with chickens or pig or 

calf, or setting aside a little body of land, the crop of which is to go to the 

work of the Christian church in the world -- whoever does that works together 

with God.” 

I can never be grateful enough to God for what Dr. Speer has meant to 

me personally, and for what he has done to advance the work to which God has 

called me. 

In the consciousness of the long and world-wide ministry of Dr. Speer, 

which Mrs. Speer has so beautifully and sacrificially shared with him, may there 

come to them, through the closing years of their lives, unceasing blessingsi 



Jfirst 'ffixzsbvizxwn 0Jl]«rcI] 
16200 EUCLID AVENUE 

Cleveland 12, Ohio 

GLenville 6292 

Howard Myers Wells, D. D. 

minister 
July 10th., 1947 Ruth E. Colbey 

CHURCH SECRETARY 

Dear Dr. A&tms:- 

In reply to your request for opinion regarding issue of the 
Tribune:- 

Th.e paper is always good and one regrets curtailment 
in size or number of issues - howeger perhaps one should be 
thoroughly realistic for a time anyway and agree to fewer 
issues at the same price. Shortage of paper and shortage of 
money be the determinants for time being. 

About Dr. Spear. 
I remember him whan I was an undergraduate at Princeton,1910- 
1914. We called him "Bobby Spear" and he was especially good 

-I_ • •  II • m • _  r*   I _ J. J-* L II mi •   when reciting "’Tis not for the lettered shirt". The im¬ 
pression he made on me - he was serious, keen and completely 
devoted to serve the cause of Christ. 

In those days, the giants in the land were, Eddy, 
Mott, and Speer, working upon the student generation. Eddy 
was dramatic, spectacular, active. Mott , statesmanlike, 
severe, a bit above and aloof - too near the top for the 
average undergraduate. Speer - as I say, greatly devotdd, 
clear, profoundly moving for Christ. 

That generation passed with the war and there 
has bean none like th^if since. They have had to face a dif¬ 
ferent world - since 1918 - a different youth in this 
country, a different problem abroad. The ^Hissian 
ftevoldtioja - was a world revolution - in practical sense - 
if not as the technical leaders expected or desired. Eddy- 
Mott-Speers as they spoke than could not speak the same way 
now - with the same effectiveness. Right? 

To my way of thinking none have taken their places 
and what is more none need take their places - another type 
is demanded - another world is at the door. "The world for 
Christ in one generation" so probable in the world of those 
days - so utterly out of reach now. fet the world for 
Christ more urgent than ever. 

Best wishes l/o you and your work, 



(Sfirsi |Jresb|}teriatt (Eljurclj 

111 NORTH BROADWAY 

YONKERS 2, NEW YORK 

REV. THORNTON B. PENFIELD, Jr. 

REV. HUGH V. PARRY, IMMANUEL CHAPEL 

REV. WENDELL PRIME KEELER. P. Em. July 1, 1947 

Dr, Carlyle Adams 
fartin Building 
Utica 2, New York 

Dear Dr, Adams: 

The impact of Dr. Robert E. Speftr was indeed ono of the 
formative and uplifting influences in my growth. He and other leaders 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, including my father, are 
responsible for my decision to enter the ministry which ms made in 
my college years. But his influence goes back much earlier than that. 
The three Penfield children and the four Speer children grew up 
together in Englewood and my clearest memories of this world 
Christian, who ms leader of faith and thought in our generation, 
and who, if I am rightly informed, had the highest scholastic standing 
at Princeton University since Aaron Burr, - ray memory of ouch a nan 
pictures him playing bear mth us on the floor of the Spear home. 
We had scattered rugs and these were islands of safety, but vice unto 
us if we were can Jit off base.' We were descended upon with angry 
growls and figuratively oaten alive. Once the front door was open 
and in our excitement tire doorbell unheard. Some neighbors came 
in and found Dr. Spear rushing around on his hands and knees to 
our mingled delight and panic. Vy father used to alternate Sunday 
afternoons when one or the other would mile to the Palisades with 
us and tell stories. And what tales they wereJ Dr. Spear was also 
of great editorial help in publishing the "Englewood Record," which 
we boys typed out mth carbon sheets and which sold for "three cents 
a copy or a penny, a read." 

One who is spiritually tall enough to put his hand in the 
hand of God and at -the same time humble enough and real enough to 
put his other hand in the hand of a child, will indeed be a channel 
for God's spirit in ways beyond knowing. 

Thcmton B. Penfield, Jr. 

XB?:as 



July 7, 1947 
Dr. Arthur H. Limouze's Office 

To The Reverend Carlyle Adams 
Re: Dr. Robert E. Speer 

There is a Scripture which reads "A man shall be as an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest: as rivers 
of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land." 

Robert E. Speer knows this passage. At some time he has 
expounded it, and when he had done so, the figure of the radiant 
reigning Christ has towered over the wastes and wildernesses of a 
stormy world. He always does this. He is the best illustration 
of John Wesley's advice to his preachers, which was never to speak 
without presenting Christ. 

Robert E. Speer in his own humble way has exemplified the 
great truth at the heart of this passage from Isaiah. He has been 
"as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land" to many who found in 
the warmth of his personality, the steadiness of his faith, and the 
world wide vision of his soul something that strengthened and spurred 
them onward to the Eternal Kingdom. 

My first contact with Dr. Speer was made in undergraduate 
days. The address he delivered to our student body over forty years 
ago stirred all of us with a desire to make our lives tell in the promis¬ 
ing days that stretched out before us after graduation. I can still see 
that stalwart figure on the platform of the college chapel. I can still 
hear his resonant words describing our responsibility as Christians to 
the rest of the world. 

In later years he became an older friend and counsellor. When 
the general work of the church was presented to me as my duty, it was 
a sentence from his letter of advice, which I still cherish, which 
helped me make my decision. "There is no greater office in the Church 
of Christ than that of a pastor; but there is also need of secondary 
workers like myself, if His will is to be done." 

To my friend and brother in the faith, after these many 
years, to Robert E. Speer, I would say on this anniversary, "Thank you, 
Robert, for all that you mean to us all. 

Arthur H. Limouze 
Secretary of Promotion 
The General Council 
The Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America 

air 



Robert E. Speer 

When the cabinet of the Student YMCA at Southwestern sent me as a delegate 
/vc 

to the Southern Student Conference at Farm School near Asheville* not 

having seen anything higher than molehill, I looked forward with keen 

anticipation to my first glimpse of the mountains. That first impression 

has remained with me and through successive years the pull of ttaasa: the 

"Land of the Sky" has irresistibly drawn me to its tranquility. 

I anticipated fine companionships with students from the Southern 

colleges and inspiring addresses from personalities whose names had 

beco e familiar,who came from far distant places as New York and 

Philadelphia. Nothii was disappointing. Youth was aglow and life was 

verdant ana the world was green-yet, looking back over the years 

above everything else that was,high and lofty, one personality looms 

higher than all because,what I believed then was a mduntaih-minded-man , 

has become a mountain range.distance has not dimmed his lustre. The 

years have only increased his height. Then he was an attractive young man 

with a strong1; face and a sincere approach to the problems that confronted 

us young men. I recall/ how,looking at him standing there,I wished I 

might be like that. His/st±rring,logical,deeply spiritual messages 

that pulled no punches sent us back with blueprints off an"honor system" 

which to this day is lifting the moral tone of our colleges. 

A week with Robert E. Speer then started a series of pilgrimages 
and 

with him through books, conferences,committee meetings/churches. The man 

who spkke to us about/truth purity,service, freedom and patience has 

spoken to the world about the deep things of God.Maturity,haxexperience, 

sorrow and pain have tightened his grip on the Almighty fflH His 

inspiring and challenging common sense have helped me to see the 

realities in and the reality of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

OWBus chfen 
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or this new world of physical power into 

which we are entering we must offer to others the main¬ 

stay and discipline of the principles of Christianity or risk 

future terrible wars of destruction from which mankind 

may never recover. 

Joseph C. Grew, former Under Secretary of State. 

The “principles of Christianity” are contained in the Bible. 

Some important part of it has been put into the languages of 

9/10ihs of the human race. But never yet have sufficient funds 

been supplied to insure its adequate distribution. In its entire 

130 years of existence the American Bible Society, the recog¬ 

nized agency of some 50 denominations, has yet to receive 

from all sources the equivalent of the cost of a single battleship 

like the U. S. S. Missouri. 

The pleading voices call from war-ravaged countries: “Give 

us the Word of God!” From Japan Christian leaders look to 

the American Bible Society as the source of supplying 

100,000 Japanese Bibles and 2,500,000 Japanese New Testa¬ 

ments. Much the same story is told of the great eagerness on 

the part of the German pastors and people to get Bibles and 

Testaments as an essential part of their spiritual rehabilitation. 

When one considers these calls and the valiant efforts of the 

American Bible Society to meet them, one realizes even in a 

Power Age the truth of the ancient text: “Not by might, nor by 

power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of hosts.” 

To supply these needs and the regular missionary Scriptures 

which the American Bible Society distributes, your gift may 

be sent to 

THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

450 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 

D-6-4S-600M #U-120 
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SCALES AND BELTING 

Weedsport, N.Y. 

June 36. 1947 

Dr. Carlyle Adams 
The Presbyterian Tribune 
Martin Building 
Utica 2. IT. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

I am glad to add a word of admiration and respect 
for Dr. Robert E. Speer and to wish him many more years of health 

and happiness* 

I was a student in Qberlin College from 1901 to 1905, 
He spoke to the student body and to the Y. M. C. A. there several 
times and his influence led many students to join the Stu&ent 
Volunteer Movement: and to devote their lives to missionary work. 

I was glad he was elected Moderator of the General 
Assembly. It was an honor he deserved. I have heard him speak in 
Auburn and elsewhere in recent years and have been impressed as 
always with his personality and his consecrated spirit. 

I had Mrs, Speer's booklet, which is now out of 
print and thought it a splendid book for a devotional period. I 
have Dr. Speer's book-Eive Minutes a Day and have given away 

copies of it to others. 

Yours truly, 



THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO, N. Y. 

REV. THEODORE FISKE SAVAGE. D. D. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND STATED CLERK 

July 16, 1947 

Presbyterian Colleagues 
Martin Building 
Utica, N. Y. 

I an glad to add ny heartfelt tribute to Dr. Robert Speer, 
whose leadership in our ohurch and in all Christendom has been 

so significant. 

My earliest memories of him are full of meaning for me per¬ 
sonally because it was while I was attending a student conference 
at Northfield that I decided to study for the ministry. Robert 
E. Speer was the outstanding speaker on that oocasion and what 
he said made the deepest impression on me. 

All through my work in the Presbyterian Church there has 
been a constant inspiration of his leadership and the strength of 
his Christian character as an ideal. 



SYNOD OF NEW JERSEY 

• PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. A. • 

605 BROAD STREET, NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 

MArket 3-2886 

July 16, 19U7 

FRANK D. GETTY, D.D..Synod Executive 

REV. THEODORE A. RATH Associate Executive 

REV. E. LANSING BENNETT.Associate Executive 

MISS ELEANOR L. LUDY. Director Children’s ITork 

Dr, Carlyle Adams 
Presbyterian Colleagues, Inc. 

Utica 2, N. Y. 

Dear Carlyle: 

In response to your letter of June 23rd which arrived yesterday 
I am saying that I am heartily in favor of changing the Tribune from a weekly 
to a monthly publication. We certainly have to face the problems of rising 
costs these days and we must do those things that necessary in order to keep 
down deficits “and to prevent .as much as possible operating at a loss. 1 am, 

therefore, in fawor of the monthly publication plan. 

In a very hurried review of my contacts with Dr. rcobert E. Speer 
which extend back quite a ways, I cannot put my finger on any one incident 
which would justify my writing a special message. Dr. Speer has always been an 
inspiration to me and I have been deeply digressed in every contact I have had 
with him by his depth of spirit, his devotion to a cause, and by the way he 
towered above almost everyone else spiritually and intellectually. 

Thank you also for the reminder of the plan by which members of 
the Tribune staff have an agreement to pray for each other and for God's guidance 
in the work to be done. With your permission I would like to join tnis Covenant 
for I believe very deeply in the benefits that come from fellowship in prayer. 

Sincerely yours 



Jprst |Jresbot£rtati (fibitrctj 

20 MAIN STREET 

HORNELL. NEW YORK 

William Wallace McCall. Minister 
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T. "W. MITCHELL 

aaa nqbth MFftraan follA - 8 OMAuJt 
PASADENA 4. CALIFORNIA 

July 14-194? 
Rev. Carlyle Adams D.D. 
Martin Bldg. Utica N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Adamas:- 
I ghould have written before concern 

Ing the Tribune. 
1 only wish to say that the Tribune has been read 4nd enjoyed 
since our return from China four years ago. I cannot see how 
it would be any more satisfactory with any change in its 
publiccation* 
Dr. Robert £. Speer. 

1 am one of many, who came und®r the Influence of 
Dr. Speer while in the Seminary atvPrinceton an^since as 
a Secty of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 

I first heard him in the Autumn of 1899 at an 
Inker-Seminary Conference,where Drs Speer and Mott were the 
chief speakers. It was there that the claims of the Foreign 
Field were first brought vividly to me. I ^id not volunteer 
then but increasingly during ray Seminary Course and 
every time that 1 heard Dr. Speer I could not get away from 
his appeal and his gpiritual leadership. 
I am sure he was the one who made it impossible to 
escape becoming a Volunteer for the Foreign Field. 
I was appointed in the early part of 1902 while in the Semina 
ary.I went to China under the Board to the Hunan Mission 
of China,then a new Mission of the Board. In all the years 
fortyone in all the impress of Dr Speer’s leadership and that 
first meeting where he made the apeal/ were unforgetable 
experiences. ' Yours sincerely 

T.W.Mitchell. 

I have written very few lines but that does not mean that 
I could or would not have written more,if it would 
make any difference » Dr Speer Is the greatest man in many 
respects I have even come in close fewllowship with • 

Yours sincerely, 
T.W.Mitchell. ( [)[)(] 

0>.l0,Y^^tt4JW 



Central Presbyterian Cljurri} 
panbolptj anb ‘ptncoln j^treEts 

j&mtisbtlle, Alabama 

Treasurer 

J. N. Williams, Jr. 

908 Pratt Avenue 

Phone 882-J 

Minister 

Howard I. Kerr 

405 Randolph Street 

Phone 810-W 

Clerk of Session 

C. M. Gillespie 

513 Locust Street 

Phone 842-J 

Concerning Or* Robert E Speer 

Dr Speer has been^since my earliest manhood, one of the three men 

who have most influenced my flxJrsonal life. My first contact^ with him 

l\ * 

was when in college- as a speaker at Y.M.C.Conventions along with Dr 

ffohn R.Mott and others, I can recall viwidly bb©w his addresses impressed 

me profoundly in those days.Sineethen I have read, and read over and over 

again this many books and articles.I have had him in mypulpit when he was 

Moderator,He has always "even unto this last" inspired me and deepened 

my thinking and my life. 

My latest contact with Dr Speer was« refreshing experience.lt was in 

one of the Faith and Life Seminars held down here in Alabama.I9 was privelg 

to drive him to and from that Seminar as well as to sit at his feet dufcing 

itsmeetings .1 found him evefcat his advanced age-lust asfresh and stimulating 

and actully "pyrifying"^S<?’ my sSev§rt?t^?Las seemddto me a"wonder 

of wonders" that one man could so influece for Christ and His Kingdom 

»9-h»» in so many generations of ^bntle especatl/'y young men- as has Dr 

Robert Speer. I thank God for himvnowand everl 

Howard I .Kerr 



For the Anniversary of Dr. Robert S. Speers 

Thoughts of Robert E. Speer intensify the sense of indebtedness to a 

man in whom the oral and personal are so perfectly blended that Christian 

personality takes on such stature, his presence uplifts one and his teaching 
the 

always inspires. Sent of God to dignify/Christian profession for the emulation 

of his generation. 

It has not been our privilege to know Dr. Speer intimately but we have 

been within the circle of his kindness and consideration. At the close of 

the first World 'War and the return home, in one night of flame and devastation, 

church property and the possessions of the entire member ship destroyed, the 

news story led Dr. Speer to write The Pastor and People of his heartfelt 

sympathy in their afflictions and to give them the confidence of his own 

Christian experience. We still recall the expressions of that congregation from 

millionaire to sexton for the inspiration of that word. To Dr. Speer we were 

his suffering brethren; he remembered, moat fdfget. 

Listening to him on many occasions one realizes how largeness of heart 

infuses utterance, how controlled emotion adds its own color to speech end a 

deep sincerity .perfects the Christian message. His writings and prayers are 

with .us often in the stillness of the night; they have their own integrity 

and that sense of inner certainty which flows in strength and courage. 

With other Christian ministers I have fed from his hand# and heart; may 

he be comfortable in God’s peace until the trumpets sound for him on the 

other side. 

Ted Williams 

(Edward Williams, D.D. 

Bloomington, Illinois) 
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Moderator 

Rev. s. Edward Young 

Vice-Moderator 

Rev. Whitney m. Trousdale 

'(Ehe |Jresbutet| of ^uffalo-^mgara 

210 FRANKLIN STREET 

BUFFALO 2. N. Y 

Treasurer 

Mr. William C. Warren. J 

Assistant Treasurer 

MR. CHARLES E. RHODES. J 

Stated Clerk and 
General Presbyter 

Rev. Frank L. Janeway 
CLEVELAND 7740 

OFFICE SECRETARY 

Miss Lena C. Mickelsen 

June 25, 19h7. 

Mr. Carlisle Adams, 
Martin Building, 
Utica 2, N.Y. 

My dear Adams: 

First as to Dr. Speer - I am heartily glad to join with 
many others in paying tribute to this man who has done tfeib^work for - ft 

Christ through the years. Those of us who were in college when A ' 
Dr. Speer was rendering a special ministry to students will never fail 
to be grateful for the inspiration for Christian living which we got 
from Dr. Speer, principally through his addresses at the Northfield 
Conferences where he spoke to us with such great power on the things 
of the Gospel and the claims of Christ. He has borne a great witness 
through the years by his noble Christian living and won our admiration 
by the way in which he has used his great gifts of mind and heart. We 
3.11 wish that the years before him may be many and blest with health and 
peace and the knowledge that so many people are glad to rise and grate¬ 

fully call him blessed. 

As for the periodicity of the Tribune, should it be 
monthly or weekly? Apparently most publishers think that a weekly is 
more effective as an organ of information. I really do not know 
what my opinion is, but if ttofeyi are running into the red badly, why 
not try an issue monthly instead of weekly and increase the format 
enough to compensate for the loss of the more frequent issues and also 
to appease any complaining subscribers? 

I think you men in the field of religious journalism 
have a frightful time competing with the able and attractive secular 
weeklies which come to our homes. 

With all good wishes, believe me 

Faithfully yours. 

4-/ /4-~' 

■OtSHn ^ 



108© PARK AVENUE 

N EW YORK 

April 7, 1947 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

How many years we can remember together, 
back to the time when the bicycle was the. 
favorite means of transportation from Plain- 
field to Elizabeth! The time when you and 
W. R. R. went together to Mexico! Always 
vou were held up to me as an example. I 
should have abhored you. 

But admiration prevailed; particularly 
in college days at Yale, when your annual 
visit regularly raised the spiritual level 
of the old College; and at General Assembly; 
and the times when you preached in the Brick 
Presbvterian Church, filling the big old 
37th Street building to capacity, with men 
and women eager to hear your message. 

You never let us down. 

And now that we have both grown old, 
you still a few years ahead, I look upon 
vou as an example still, always ahead, always 
leading us onward, always upward. 

God's blessing be upon you, and all 
dear to you. 

Sincerely, 


